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DOMESTIC SCIENCE. Not very many
years ago those words would have looked
very strange together; no one seeing or hear-
ing them would have understood what they
meant. The word science was, to most peo-
ple, a word reserved for technical subjects.
There was a science of geology, a science
of botany, a science of astronomy; but about
the domestic life, with its almost infinite num-
ber of big and little duties, there was little
or nothing that was recognized as scientific.
Even to-day, of course, the words would
mean nothing to thousands and thousands of
housewives, but gradually the ideas which
they convey are becoming more and more
widely spread, more and more willingly
accepted.
Of late years scientific interest in all things
has been increasing, and as a natural conse-
quence scientific knowledge has been grow-
ing. That "domestic" science came late is
due to the fact that it concerns itself with
affairs which are so universal, so constantly
and unobtrusively before our eyes as to seem
commonplace. But little by little people
came to see that there was, in the running of
the usual household, an enormous waste of
time, of energy, of money. Nothing like an
adequate return was being received for the
outlay that was made. The result, gradual
and still uncompleted, was the systematizing
of domestic affairs.
Changes in Household Occupations. Cen-
turies ago the duties of a household were far
different from what they are to-day. The
women prepared all the food, cared for the
house, spun the yarn, made the cloth from
which clothing was made, and then in turn
made the clothing. The education of a girl
consisted largely if not exclusively of train-
ing in such household duties. But conditions
within and without the home changed so that
all of this became very different. First, there
came the invention of machines which did
much of the work women had been accus-
tomed to do; it did not pay a woman to
labor hours and weeks making "homespun,"
when factory-made cloth, as good and far
more attractive, could be bought reasonably.
The growth of factories of all kinds carried
this result further and further; more and
more industries were taken out of the hands
of the housewives and transferred to fac-
tories. This tendency was strengthened by
the growth of cities; when people lived by
themselves, a long distance from a neighbor,
 perhaps, they were dependent in large
measure on their own resources, but when
they moved to crowded centers of population
they found many things within their reach
which before it had been well-nigh impos-
sible to obtain.
Then, too, the desires and ambitions of
women have changed. They are no longer
satisfied to spend every minute of the day
drudging at housework, even work which is
in itself very pleasant becoming the merest
drudgery when it must be performed day
after day without relaxation or recreation.
Women have taken up other occupations,
have discovered how good it is to be out-of-
doors, have formed societies and clubs of all
sorts; have, in short, built up for themselves
a social life which makes demands on time
and energy which to our grandmothers would
have seemed incredible.
One of the results of these various facts is
that many of the old household duties are
becoming lost arts. The young girl is not
trained in domestic affairs in the home; she
has no time and little inclination for such
things, and in many instances her mother
has no more. Besides, conditions have
changed so that the necessity for such home
education is less apparent. Suppose a girl
is called on some day to manage a household.
It will, in many cases, be a steam-heated flat
in which she will live. Everything for the
flat can be bought—even the taste to furnish
it, for there aie people who, for a fee, supply
ideas for the furnishing and decoration of
homes. Her clothes can be bought ready-
made, from the simplest shirtwaist to the
most elaborate evening gown. Bakeshops
and delicatessen shops supply cooked foods
of all varieties, hot from the oven, if desired.
Why should a girl spend time in learning to
do things which she can so easily have done
for her?
Importance of Domestic Science. The
realization of the fact that the old household
accomplishments are being in large measure
neglected has had much to do with the zeal
with which wise men and women have tried
to advance the cause of domestic science.
For the answer of the girl to whom we re-
ferred in the preceding paragraph to domes-
tic questions is in reality far from being the
right or the wise answer. There are prob-
lems in the household which can never be
met until the housewife understands every
detail of the management as thoroughly as

